In the Game

Under the guidance of Per- held at the prestigious Fette~

formance Director Olli College and also host the
$I f,i Finlay , the city of Edin- training camp for the Senior \“IHII“ \
& burgh will inaugurate its Mens'’ team prior to their N D
first annual lacrosse festival departure to Lahti Finland
(% ) on the weekend of August for the 2008 European
Er$ * % 2nd and 3rd, 2008. “It has Games. “ The tournament
: always been a goal of mine setting provides a dynamic
% for Edinburgh to host a sum- setting to the Men’s Senior
(% 3 , mer lacrosse festival and  team to practice and play
‘s ' continue to enhance the ex- together for the first time”
(% 01 posure of lacrosse to the remarked Coach John
colleges and universities Kenney. “It will enable the
(%$0 within Scotland.” stated team to play together during tice time before setting”off
.o o# Findlay. the 8 a side tournament and N the European stage”.

The tournament will be  also allow for needed prac- ' here will be approxi-

The U-19 squad and the Senior the various Universities that sup- the sub-university level” remarked
Men’s squad held youth clinics for port the game of lacrosse. With Coach Kenney. “Scotland has a

the young men during their last the last two international squad considerable lacrosse following at
training sessions. training sessions in April and June the elementary age with the so-
Since September 07, the head the two coaches began to introduc called ‘POP Lacrosse’, but there
coach of the U19’s—Brian the game to players not yet at the hasn’t been a concerted effort to
Spaveon and the Senior Mens’ University level. continue lacrosse in the secondary

team have provided coaching to “There is a genuine interest at  schools...until now”.



ollijafinlay@aol.com

“Several attendees
expressed interest in
joining the Edinburgh
Stars an independent
team that competes in
the University
League”

mately 8 men’s teams and festival attraction—but we

several women'’s partici-
pating in this inaugural
event which will also host
youth instructional pro-
grams and a coaching
clinic to promote the
game . “Itis a hope and a
dream that in the coming
years, we will build this

needed to start with this
first step.” reflected
Finlay.

The setting for the event
will be ideal—on the
grounds of the world fa-
mous Fettes College -
which will also house the
players . The campus is

event into a major lacrosse historic and impressive

and the pitches are in great
shape” commented
Kenney. “The proximity
and view to the city’s sky-
line will make for a great
venue—an added value to
the event.”

For more information on
the festival contact:

ollijafinlay@aol.com

The focus of these initial clinics building primarily due to a lack of on-going need to provide Kit to

was fundamental stick skill and

shooting developing and the 15+ “ The absence of Kit in Scotland

young men who attended the
clinics.

Kit for the participants.

younger players”
Several of the attendees have

seems to be the main impairmen already expressed an interest in

for lacrosse at the secondary

joining the Edinburgh Stars —an

With considerable enthusiasm, school level” reflected U-19 Coacindependent team that competes
Brian Spaveon. “Not only is one (in the University League.

the players went through the
paces of leaning how to cradle,

pass and shoot on the run under squads to provide a platform to

the guidance of those on the
international squads. The Drills
were limited to non-contact skill

On August 7th, Team Scotland

will begin its European Champi-

onship challenge with an open-

able number of ‘young guns’ to
the international scene” re-

marked Coach Kenney. “There
is plenty of work to do in prepa-
ration of the games as we look

the goals for the international

With more clinics planned ,
the dream is to form a league

educate and raise awareness for within several of the Scottish
the game of lacrosse, it is also to public schools. The festival
provide the means to assist in thi clinics may jump start that proc-

forward to that opening round.”

ess.

tional games—which bodes well

Besides participating in a train- for the future but youthful mis-
ing camp prior to the games, the takes must be eliminated if we
ing game against Denmark. “The squad will also scrimmage
team is talented with a consider- Finland on August 5th. “ The

scrimmage should provide us

with an opportunity to evaluate

our needs prior to the actual

are to be successful this sum-
mer”, added Kenney.

Key competition within Team
Scotland’s pool of play will
come from the Netherlands and

games. We are taking a younger from Sweden.

squad than any previous interna-



